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On Jan. 17, Supreme Court spokespersons released a statement accusing a Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) rebel known as "Porfirio" for the Jan. 2 killings of two US military
advisers in San Miguel department. The statement said court officials had received testimony
from an area resident. The witness, who requested anonymity, said he observed the shooting
while hidden nearby in a thicket. In a Jan. 21 communique released in San Salvador, the FMLN
announced that two combatants, "Porfirio" and "Dominguez," had executed the two US soldiers and
would stand trial. The communique said the two rebels "are accused of committing a war crime, of
violating the FMLN's principles and codes of war conduct, and of violating the Geneva protocol of
the FMLN, and of violating the Geneva protocol." The FMLN statement said the execution order
was given by deputy commander Dominguez, who was present at the helicopter crash site, and
carried out by Porfirio. The names of the suspects, said the FMLN, would not be released in order
to protect their family members. Next, the FMLN dismissed any attempts to extradite the two
rebels to the US, or to deliver them to the Salvadoran authorities. Instead, the Front will organize
a tribunal comprised of FMLN members and independent persons to serve as judge and jury
in the case. The communique added that the FMLN is carrying out preparations for "open and
impartial judicial proceedings, which permit the crime to be punished in accordance with FMLN
principles and codes of war, and international law." Finally, the FMLN asserted that the rebels
accused of the crime will have the right to defend themselves, and to speak with the press and
representatives of humanitarian organizations. In a Jan. 22 broadcast by Radio Farabundo Marti, the
FMLN reported that the rebel who gave the order to execute the US soldiers is called "Aparacio,"
not "Dominguez." (Basic data from AFP, 01/17/91, 01/21/91; AP, 01/21/91; ACAN-EFE, 01/21/91,
01/22/91)
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